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LH 1 E Two PW 1445 in b bebe 
Drs o your a 1770, and us Fi, 5 75 15 ; 
iin ur 7ſcopac our c 

— e 1 Sul 1 do you 2 
ore friendly Office, than No on ayouring to ſet you right 
n this Matter: And therefore have ſent yeu. the following | 
ints, upen each ef th 16 in their Order; in relation to 
hich, e only Requeſt I haye 75 make 10 Jou, is, your | 
Aa rfl a and 3 rtial Peruſal of them. 
the Frſt, upen this Head 1 ſhall endea - 
| Li. 99 5 Lake That Biſhops, as far as concerns the Eſſen- 
ials of their Office, are an Order ſuperior to Preſbyte! 
DY t Race fr Inſtitution: And this a Tm to me, in 5 | 


5 
54 
1 

| 


j from the Government of the Church, 
In the Primitive Ages, was all the Chiſtian World oy 
Epiſcopal, and that when there 21 o gene- 
Fal Council to eſtabliſh, no t wer to 8 

Nupport it, as has been Ep. royed, and 
I 5 generally owned. by the ableſt A Yocates for Vi 
Preſbytery, ...Now it cannot be conceiv'd, that 
ll theſe ſeveral Churches, ſo far diftant from 
ach other, ſhould conſent in this one Form Principles 
df Church-Government, if t y had nt re- of the Cy- | 
ived it as they did the Faith 1028 the Apo- prianicx 
es; 177 it is morally impo ole, that they Age. 
hould all conſpire together to alter the Pri- 1 | 
itive and Apoſtolick Conftitution : And if they had, how | 
ame it-;to-paG that there was no Notice taken of it, 10 
Oppoſition mad de 11 inſt it, hut au the Preſbyters tamely 
Partin eh oſt ight, an 76 to an Uſurpation. 
Der in Doctr ine, Erfors ma y, have been intre- 


duc . 7 e i pens | nk ignorant ee 
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89 
and ſometimes have arriv d * a conſiderable Head, beforfſoeve 

they were diſcoverd ; But in Government, "the Caſe”; Apoſ 
quite otherwiſe; for this being a public er of Fast Writ 
and as ſuch viſible and well known to all, when ence efallwho 
 bliſt'&-no Alteration could be wroughtt in it, at leaſt withlheen 
out notorious Broils and Diſturbances; far it is not to bMjnſift 
ſuppos d, that Perſons impower d by Chrift would willtael Caſe 
part with their Authority, or that the Biſhops would :ufurgit is 
it in thoſe Days of Perſecution, when they, of, all Menlthere 
were the moſt expos d to the Rage and Fury of their met Bod) 
cileſs Enemies: Or, lafily, that the Chriſtians of -thoYEvid 
beſt and pureſt Ages would be Acceſſary to ſo vile a Forgeryſſcula! 
lical 


without any Temptation or temporal Encouragement tt 
ow 


ſet about it. JJ | 
Since therefore, theſe manifeſt Abſurdities are otherwiſe 
unavoidable, it muſt neceflirily follow, that Biſhops are aiſſbeet: 
Order ſuperior to Preſbyters,.-by Apoſtolical Inſtitution, Arg 
Inſtitution equally binding in all Ages, as appears from tbqit, 1 
very Nature of it; for one eſſential Act of it is Commil{D; 
ſionating Miniſters in Chriſt's Church, which! can only b 
done effectually in the Method that G0 D has preſcribe 
r it, and for that Reaſon, muſt be unalterable: And if thi 
Epiſcopal Order, tho of Apoftolical Inſtitution, may be al. 
tered by human Authority, Why may not that of Preſby qt 
ters and Deacons be ſo too? Which would end in the utt 
Rain and Subverſion of the Chriſtian Church. 
And as it appears from the Government of the Churchfthat 
that Biſhops are an Order ſuperior to Preſbyters, by Apeſſipea! 
olical Inftitution z ſo does this appear, Seconaly, from 
conſtant Practice of it; for it is obſervable, that whenevet 
a Preſbyter was promoted to the Epiſcopal Office, he 'wa 
| always cenſecrated or ordained for this End, the familia 
' Languaze of Antiquity for the making of a ob, whicithe 
| plainly ſhews they were ever held to be Two diftin Office) 
for if they had been but one and the ſame Office, a ReFver 
ordination-would hare been not only needleſs, but altogetheſf tor 
unlawful ; and therefore, as the Ordination of a Preſbyteij we 
| advances him to an Order faperior to Deacons, ſo by Faritiſ the 
of Reaſon muſt that ef a BIG ange him te an Ordei Or 
up=rior to Preſbyters, and make him a Member of a diſtineſſ for 
College, from all other Ministers or Seen enen e his 
e eee aan Aare 1 
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ſoever. And that this was a Practice ef the Church in che 
Apoſtles Days, is acknowledged by your On 
Writers, in the Caſe of St. Paul and Barnabarf, Acts 13. 2. 
who were ordained according to them, haying 
en Teachers or Preſbyters long before: But we need nok 
iaſiſt upon this taoit Conceſſion of our Adverſaries in che 
Caſe before us, for it is no Argument of the contrary, thar 
it is not recorded in Scripture,” for neither is it recorded 
there that any Deacon was ordained a Preſbyter, and yet no 
Body can reaſonably doubt of it; and we have the fame 
Evidence in Church Hiſtory for both of them, and parti- 
cularly the nioft ancient Canons, commonly called Apoſto- 
lical, preſuppoſe thisas a common Practice of the Church 
long in Being before them: Now it can hardly be conceived, 
iow it could obtain ſo early and ſo univerſally, if it had not 
deen an Apoſtolick Practice. But for the clearing of this 
\rgument from the Exceptions that have been mads againft 
it, I maſt refer you to the excellent Author of the Original 
Draught of the Primitiue Church, P. 168, CCC... 
To theſe Reaſons, from the Government and Practice of 
he Church, e added, Thirdly, plain Evidence of 
cripture ; for there we find the Apoſtles, hy yertuse of the 
Authority our Saviour had conferred upon them, Fobn 20. 


£ . +, 


v. 21, not only ordaining and governing Preſbyters them- 


ſelves, but cenferring the ſame Power upon others; one 
tance whereof is Timothy and Titus, Woo 
hat they were invefted with theſe Powers, ap- 1 Tim. 3. 
pears from St. Paul's Directions to them about 19 and 22. 
ordaining Preſbyters and Deacens, reproving . 1itws 1. 63 
and receiving Accufations againſt Preſbyters 2, 15. + 
and Others, and exerciſing Ecelefiaftical Cen- IE 
on is obvious to remark, that 
there were ſeveral Preſbyters then ſettled at Epheſus, and 
jet we find no Abthority committed, and no Directions gi- 
ven about the Management of it, but to Ti motby only, which 
tome is a convincing Argument that Preſbyters 8 
were not then poſſeſſed of it, eſpecially when 1 Tim. 4. 
chere is no plain Evidence eicher from Timothy's 14. 
Ordination, Which St. Paul mentions as per- 2 11m. 1.6. 
form'd by the laying on of his own Hands, or Ad 20.29. 
his Charge to the Preſbyters at iletum, which . - © 
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F denotes'no more thanx their er-fi t over the Laity, of jab aft 
5 from any other Pan holy Arlt, that an (> | 
See Mr. mere Preſbyter did ever exerciſe theſe Power hs 
Thomas'? as has been clearly demonſtrate: by ſeveral Ne 
Reply to. learned Men; nor does it by any Means fellow, ud 
Ar. James that a Biſhop and Preſbyter are of one and the Per 
Owens, ſame Order, becauſe they have the ſame Quali“ 41 
and the Bp. fications; for Deacons are required to ba ve the us 1 
of Bangor ſame Quali fitations with none vet no Body. au 
bis Defense will affirm that they are of the ſame Order, . 8 ; 
| of - -Epiſco- 1 Tim. 3. 2, 12. Much leſs will it follow, be- 
| pay.  _ cauſe the Greek Word for Biſhop in Scripture F 
frequently denotes a Preghyter,. that there is}; 
| no Difference between theſe Offises, for if this were ad- Pt 
mitted for Reaſon, it would equally. prove that there is no 
| Difference between an Emperor and his General, for the 
Word Imperator is common to both of them; or between du 
Apoſtle. and a Preſbyter, for the Apoſtles themſelves ate 
often called Preſbyters in Scripture, and, on theft 
reverſe, as you may read, Rom. 16, 7. and tho ſeveral ge- 
neral Offices are common to Preſbyters with Biſhops, yet}; - 
does it no where appear that thofe peculiar Powers of Or- 
daining and Ruling the Clergy, as I've already obſerved, 
wers ever committed to any mere Preſbyter, and even inf 
thoſe common Offices, there was this remarkable Difference 
between them, that Biſhops alone could perform them by 
an-abſolute Power, others only by a Power derived from 
them; and therefore, in Subordination to, and in Depen- 
dance upon them. And ſince we find that theſe were always 
diſtin& Offices, . it is but crifling to cavil about Words, there 
being nothing more common than to obſerye Words of 2 
| general Signifcation at fiiſc, reſtrain'd afterwards to a more 
particular Meaning, (an Inſtance: whereof..is the Word 
Paroikia, which firſt ſignifying a Dioceſe, came afterwards 
to denote a Pariſh) and Things being always before Words, 
the Epiſcopal Office muſt. of Neceſſity haye, been in the 
Church before the general Word Biſhop came > nify ſo 
particularly, which was, as appears by Eustines Epiltles, 
in a little Time after the Death of the Apeſcles. If it by 
objetted againſt Timothy and Tita, That they, were Evan 
peliſts and temporary Officers, and therefore no. juſt Fae 
| Rs 7 on 
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: dent for Biſhops : I atifwer, Firſt, That it dees not appear | 
7. opþ26 any Evangeliſt as ſuch could exerciſe theſe Offices, but 
t an it the. reverſe of it; for Philip was an Exangeliſt, Yor | 
wer ben he had converted and baptized the Semaritans, his | 
renal luthority reaching no further, the Apoſtles are ſent to we. 
low $ands on them, not merely for conferring miraculous Gifts 
1 the Jeon them, (for it is in no ways probable that theſe ſhould 
nalie offered to 2 whole City) but either for Confirmation, r 
= the rdination of Miniſters,or both.as is moſt Ukely. Serondly, | 
body at they might be Exangeliſts, and yet Biſhops — Y 
der ffanding, the ene as they preached the Goſyel and converted 
be. Infidels, the other as they ordained Miniſters and gaverned 
ture Ihe ſeveral Churches committed to their Charge reſpettive- 
re is V; an Inſtance whereof is St. Mart, who was an Evange- 
ad. fiſt in the higheſt Senſe of the Word, and yet Supreme 
s no Church-Goyernoxr or Biſhop of Alexendria, as Euſebiu and 
he N. Jerome, and ſeveral others of the Ancients teſtify z and 
25 nat they were not temporary Officers, at leaſt in this laſt 
are Capacity, appears from Church Hiſtory, which gives us an 
Account of ſeveral ſingle Per ſons which ſucceed Timothy in 
is Epiſcopal Office, and our Saviour Promiſe of being 
ith his Apoſtles to the End of the World, neceſſarily im- 
lys a Succeſhon in theſe Apoſtolical Powers; for this could: 


Be 


et 
5 o otherwiie be than by their lawful Succeſſors; and if they 
in $99 Sucerflprs in preaching and baprizing, why not in go- 
ics freraing and ordaining Miniſters, which is an Act of it. 
by But that this may be the more manifeſt ſtill, I beg” 
om ef you t conſider, Secandly, The Angels of te 
Seven Churches, in the Revejation, a Name Cb. 1. 2, 3. 


equently-uſed in the Language of Antiquity, © _. 
el to denote Biſhops, ana F e they were generally held 


2 oy both Ancients and Moderns to be the Bilbops of thoſe 
rel Churches; and to confirm this Opinion, the beſt Hiſtorians / 
agree, that Polycarp ws one of them, and we have an Ac- 
count of ſeveral other Bithops in theſe Places, at leaſt very 
near this Time, which, together with the Epiſtles inſcribed” 
to each of them in the ſingular Number, clearly proves that 

e nere not à collective Body, but particular Perſons 5 : 
that they were not temporary Officers, in the nature of 


a Prefident in Council, or a Chair-man in an Aſſembiy, is 
no leſs evident, becauſe, beſides that they were Oleg 


bh 
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Life, we find here the Care of the Churches committed ti 
them, and the. Faults of other Perſons, Clergy, a8 Well aJoftity 
Laity, laid to their Charge, which . plainly evincè theifure, 
Epiſcopal Authority; for how could they be accountable fohpon | 
ie Doctrines and Practices of any but ſuch as had been orEIder 
in d by them, or were at leaſt committed to their Carquand 
and Government? and here, by the By, we have a plaiqpettle 
lalaace of fixd Biers. „ p 
Taſtij, To obviate an Objection commonly made hy yourſtima! 
Party, (v.) That @ Scripture Biſpop is no more than a Mini. ſince 
ſter of a ſingle Congregation ; I ſhall add one Inſtance moreſ ed, a 
of this Kind, and that is, St. James, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, this 
as he was conſtantly reputed to be in all Ages ſince, and thisIcops 
may be gathered from his preſiding, in che Council heldflof h 
there, in which ſeveral of the Apoſtles were preſeaf, from Me: 
2 St. Paul's naming, him before St. Peter andthe 
Galatians Jobn, the leading Men among the Apoftles, and . 2 
2. 9 & 12. mentioning theBrethren that came from him to mit 
15 £ntigch, and particularly from the Account tha! 
we have of him with his Preſhbyters in the 21 of As ;Y to 
and when we conſider the yaſt Number of Chriſtians in this | Na 
great: City, how no leis than 5000 were converted at one || the 
Sermon, with the 3000 that had been converted before, and || res 
thoſe prodigious Multitudes that were afterwards(! uccefhively in 
added to them, as you may read in 2, 4, 5 and 6 Chapter of co 
the Ad, it cannot in Reaſon be ſuppoſed that all theſe made I th 
no more than a ſingle Congregation, eſpecially when they | w 
had net the Temple, or any other publick Place to meet in; m 
but held their. Aſſemblies in private Houſes, as may be ga- 0! 
the red from the Account we have of their breaking Bread E 
from Houſe to Heuſe: But for further Satisfaction in this I fl 
| Matter, I refer you to Dr. H. Maurice againft Mr. Clarkſon, WW £ 
| and ſhall only add, That if a Biſhop at that Time was no b 
more than a Preſbyter now, there muſt have been a Change t 
in the Government of the Church, which to aſſert is ground- © \ 
leis and unreaſonable, as I have already proved. 
{ . Upon the Whole, I think it plainly appears from Scrip- : 
ture, that Biſheps are an Order fuperior to Preſbyters, by 
| Apoſtolical Inſtitution : But tho?” we Tad not inconteftable 
Evidence of Scripture for Biſhops, yet ſhou'd, you acquieſee Ml 
in it, for lam Fatty perſuaded, that you admit of ſome IM 
LE e Inſtitution, 
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o & 


Led. 
Welle 


thei ure, as 1 ers 
ble fohpon far leſs, if any. Scri pture Evidence at A a our A\ 
den or Elders, Claſſes an Ses ; And it is unxeatonable'ts de- 


r Card 


: PlainÞettlement of Churches, which the As of the Apaſftes, the 
1 nly facred Hiftory we have of theſe Times, 
7 yourſtimations of. Nay, had it not been record, 
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io pon 10 more than equal Eridkhg 
ut Baptiſm and the Lord's 


1 


and a more expreſs Account of this Matter, before the fill 


us no In- ] 
A in Scripture, '} 


Mini. fince it was a Matter of Fact, and as ſuch eafi] ook end- 


2 
this 


with my intended Brevity to ve you a Ju 


with Polycarp, St. John's Diſciple, ſays ex- 


led, and by its conſtant Uſe as eafily tranſmirt: erty, 
this would ha ve been no more a juſt Exception againſt Epiſ- 


i5flcopal Government, than it is againſt the Canonical Books 


of holy Writ z but this we only barely ſuppoſe, hut by no 
1 75 grant, haying already, I coneeive, a andantly proved 
contrary. _ 
And as Waere from Scripture, that our Saviour com- 


mitted the Government of the Church to his Apaftles, and 


that they delegated that ordinary Part of 1 77 1 
to particular Perſons, who were) Ance difti i AE 

Name of Biſhops, ſuch as 27 bat 7904 Titus 

the Seven Churches, Oc. So have we, 00 th 

rent of Antiquity. to atteſt this Succeſſion of be 255 


in the Government of the Church, with a | 
count of thoſe that ſucceeded the A e in ajtche 
that we have any Records of, which, fince it 


muſt refer you to Biſhop BiIſon's Pergetual over 
200 wy bene 1 by preſent theſe Tet 0 ing 
aſebius, in his Hiſtory, gives us a la ge 
ſhops, and reckons up LT Succefſions 1 55 500 
Apoſtles down to his own Time; and Terta Han, Joi e 
him, appeals to theſe Succeſſions, as what tho vet) Heretic - 
themſelves could not then deny; and Irenegs, who convers'd 4 


Sac That the Apoſtles left them their B. ON c. 3 
cceſſors, and Jelivered up to them their own. 
12 and Juriſdiction, and all this without the leaf 
timation of any other Form of Church Government 
15 1 it is that Biſhaps were ancicntly called A poſtles, the 
les Succeſſors, the Off-ſpring of the Apoſiolical Seed, and 
their dees, Sedes Apoſtolice, as 5 1 at large by Mr. Bing 


——— — 


* 
. OO enema 


© 10. ) 5 
bam, in his. Chriſtian Anti uities: And doubtld 
they zun ſomething r ie deere TY of the 

than mere ters, for it is an undeniable Obrm o 
ſervation that no Preſbyter was call'd by that Name H firſt, 
. any, Writers of theſe. Ages, Nor is it of any ' Weighorthy 
_ againſt this Suceeſſion, that the Apoſtles were unſettled, ern 


Church require it, 28 Lupeand ce enero French Biſhoph unla 
4 


| Pitting Pare of their Office, 


\ . deſtroy. all” 
5 


Were it otl 
Forme aden 

„Jour own Miniſters Ja; 
| * Jaly, is the unlimitéd Pov 


|; Ame, tho' the Extent of Power be more in one than in an- he 
tber, as the Biſhop of Eug«bium was, as real a Biſhop a Pe 
the Biſhop of Rome, beſides that every Biſhop is a Biſhop offfal 
| een, e Chuch, and as ſuch may, upon neceſſary @c- ieh 
| caſſons, diſcharge his Office in any Part of it, as we haye iſt 
|  ſundry.Inſtances of this Kind in Church Hiftory : But ad- nd 
mit this were an extraordinary Privilege of the Apoſtles, it EP 
| can be no Proof againſt a Succeſſion in the ordinary Part off 
their Office, which is all that we contend for. on 
F Laſtly, We have an univerſal Preſcription of above 1580 
k Years for this Right of Biſhops, founded upon the fame hi- 
N e Evidence, and the ſame Catholick Tradition that we W'* 
| have for the Books of Scripture, during which Time the e 
whole Body of Chriſtians, even the Hereticks and Sc ifma- 

| ticks themſelyes, were govern'd by them: Aud when ome 


3 77 8 


Bithof the Foreign Reform d Churches chang'd this primitire 
le Oßbrm of Church Geyernment, they have generally own'd 
ame I firſt, that it was ewing to pure Neceſſity, and ſeveral 
Weiglorthy Members of them have fince wiſh'd they might be 
led, fþvern'd by Biſhops ; and to let you ſee how unreaſonable 
of tiſeſe deluded People are, who condemn this Government 
ziſhog unlawfol and Antichriſtian, we have the Teftimony of 
r7t2:ghe moſt eminent Men in all theſe Churches in Fayour of it, 
true q may be ſeen at large in Mr. Dureli's View of the Go- 
at J&rnment of the Reform'd Churches beyond Sea: Among 
Adoiele the Bohemians or Meravians (as we read in Comenius 8 
the Miſtory) formerly thought the | Epiſcopal Government ſo 
dinarſolutely neceſſary, that having loſt their Biſhops by the 


n anppiſh/ Perſecution, arid feating that an Ordination by? 
poſttegreſbyters might not be lawful, they ſent Three of their 
Unniſters to the Waldenſes to be ordain'd Biſhops, thatiby* _ 


5 
Juall 


fat Means they might have Epiſcopal Orders continu'd a- 
ualhSong'them, as appears from the Sequel of that Hiftor ys: 
:rion&0 which let me add: an Epiſtle writ by the Miniſters ef 
„ Aidene va, not many Vears ſince, to the Univerſity of Oxford, 
eſs oH herein they expreſs their entire Approbation of our Epiſ- 
Whenppal Government, and how joyfully they wow'd receive it, 
Not ere they hut in à Condition ſo to do. \ © | 
etter In a Word, we have the Teftimony, as of the other an- 
- theſfient Fathers, ſo of St. Jerome himſelf in Favour of Biſhops, 
an0-ho expreſty ftiles them, The Apoſtles Succeſſors,' ppropriates * 
Pp ahbe Power of Ordination to them, and derives their Origi- 
ſp eofflal from the Apoſtles,” calling their Government An Apofto- 
O- Tradition; and la ſtly, affirms, that the three Orders of 
laue ſheps, Prieſts and Deacons, in the Church, anſwer to Aaron 
ad- Nad his Sons and Leuites in the Temple: And therefore this 

s, it F piſcopal Government cannot be a Creature of the Civil 

t offower, as ſome have falſſy ſuggeſted, for we find Biſhops long 
In Being before we read of any Chriftian Princes to give 
590 em their Authority, and ſince their embracing the Chri- 
Hi- Man Faith, how could they confer upon others what they : 
we ere never poſſeſs d of themſelves; it is then their Tem- 
the Poralities only, not their ſpiritual Powers, that they owe to 
la- Fheir Favour, which even, when depriv'd of, they are as 
me eal Biſhops as before: And fo far is this Government from 
'of Peing Popiſh, as it has been miſrepreſented, to prejudice ig- 
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po 
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| the Heretick Aerius, that held your Doctrine of Parity: 


nsrant People againſt it, that the School- men and the Popeſbe lau 
Creatures in the Trent Council, were the firſt Men, aſteſg OD 
is YC 
To apply this to our own Caſe, and ſpeak. a little mor —— 
Home to my preſent Puxpoſe; fince it is alowed on alffiferm! 
Hands, that thare muſt be a Government in the ChurchShrove 
ſince in every Government Reaſon requires that there ſhouliſis ow! 
be ſome Subordination between its Members, to-preventSca, * 
Diſorder and Confuſion ; ſince the Epiſcopal Governmen Men 
is ſo. highly agreeable with Reaſon, Scripture, and Antiepail 
quiĩty; ſince the Biſhops as ſuch Claim no other Authorityſſſhe w: 
but what is abſolutely necefſaryt> the Church in all Ages, andn C. 
was derived: to them. from the Apoſtles, as theirs was from 
our Saviour, who authorized them to govern his ChurchMi 
atzd conſtitute Sueceſſors to themſelves, as appears from hiſbe 
own:expreſs Words, As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I y hu 
ſince, laftly, all Churches in the World were governed bea 
them till the Reformation, and we of this Nation have theſqtiſts, 
primitive Church-Governours ſtill eontinded among us, i void 
deſerves Conſideration, how thoſe who have not only with-yjoV" 
drawn themſelves from their Government, but ſet up opp 
ſite Churches and Officers, or join with them, can be a 
quitted from acting againſt lawful Authority; and whethe 
it be not far ſafer to ſubmit to their Government, for ſup- 
poſe theſe Powers ſo long veſted in Biſhops, were common 
ta Preſbyters; yet in that Caſe we ſtand upon equal Tormsſ| il 
of: Security; for this Limitation of their Powers is confeſ- 
ſedly lawful-in-itſelf, and therefore can neither prejudice 
the Inſtitution, nor invalidate the Adminiftration of them; 
whereas, if the Epiſcopal Order be of Divine Inſtitution, ſig 
(as I think) is ſufficiently proved, by oppoſing of it you in 2 
effect ſtrive againſt GOD, and do what in you lies to an- 
nul and cancel His Divine Ordinance. 18 
But, waving the further Proſecution of this Argument, I -** 
I proceed, zdiy, to lay before you your Obligation to re · U 
turn to the Communion of the eſtabliſbed Church, and this 
(I humbly-conceive) will appear from the following Conſi 0 
derations. Every Chriſtian is a Member of the Church of 
| Chriſt, every Member is obliged to hold external Commu- ? 
nion with that Part of Chriſt's Church where it a 
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dopeſbe lawfully had for the aße werd nn 
afte$3.O D, and Profeſſion of our Religion: Nam Tan mafſte 
9: nis you may lawfully. do with the eſtabliſhed ehandance. | 
mom Church of England, for, that it enjoyns no, figful of your own, | 
on Terms of Communion, has been ſufficiently. . Authors: - 
reh pre ved by Mr. Hooker, Faulkner, and Others, quotted. by 
houl(fls owned by all the Reformed Churches beyond Mr. Bennet. 
eventea, and by the more knowing and moderate in bj 4- 


ment{Men of your own Party; and be of bridgment. 
Anti repairing occaſionally to gur Aſſemblies plainly 

rityſſhe ws it, whence it neceſſarily follows, that you are obliged 
„ andin Conſcience conſtantly. to join in Communion with it, be- 
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zuſe you cannot lawfully join with any ſeparate Congrega- 
ions that have withdrawn themſelves from itzfor this would 
de making 2a Rent in this Part of Chriſes l 
vou Church, contrary to your Duty of promoting Eph. 4. u. 3, 

d bPeace and Unity therein; joining with Separa- Rom. 16. 
heſdFtifts, and partaking of their Sin, inſtead of a- verſe x7.. 
„ iff voiding ſuch as cauſe Diviſions, as St. Paul en- „ 
rithfljoyns. And here, for your further Conviction. I beſeech 


ppo. you to conſider, beſides the Conformity of this Church with | 


Scripture and Antiquity, its Settlement in theſe Kingdom 
by all forts of lawful Authority, both Civil and Eccleſiafti- 
cal, which the Apoſtles, St. Peter and St. Paul ſtrictly en - 
jovn Obedience and Submiſſion to, and therefore cannot be 
diſobeyed without a manifeſt Breach of our Duty, nor will 
the Ad of Toleration acquit you from this Guilt, becauſe 
this is no more than an Exemption from the Penalties, which 
by the Laws of the Land you were before ſubject to, de- 
ſigned for the Benefit of ſcrupulous Conſciences. For ſince 
the As of Unsiformity, with ſeveral Royal Proclamatians, 
1n-f ftill remain in Force and unrepeal'd, no Power upon Earth 
can diſpenſe with your Obedience to them, becauſe no hu- 
man Act can diſpenſe with the Laws of GOD, which en- 
pyn this Obedience, eſpecially fince your Diſobedience is 
attended with the Breach of other Duties, as Want of Cha- 
rity, Moderation, and that due Regard which you owe to | 
the publick Peace and Happineſs, as has been undeniably. 
proved by the preſent Biſhop of Bangor, in an excellent 
mall Tract of his, entituled, 4 Perſuaſiue to Lay Con- 
formity. But that your Separation may appear the more 
T3 | Fn n- 
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Practi. 


te v the pubr! ces 6f Devotion, aÞppearg 
the Sons bf Eli; the Seven Churches in the Revelation, angÞi 
| | that of Corinth, which, tho very much corrupted, yet wasff 


Sepatation ſo far from being allowable upon that Score, 


that we find St. Paul expreſly condemning Diviſions in the 
laſt of them, and indeed, were you bound to ſeparate from. Re 
every Church wfere are any Errors, Abuſes, or Cerrup- F tha 


tions, I dare ſay there is not a Church upon Barth ye 
cCculd join in Communien with, for there is none this fide 
Heaven free frem them, and accordingly the Proteſtarits 
of the oppoſite Confeſſions have often expreſſed thett Rea · 
dineſs to, communicate with the Lutherans, not withſtand- 
ing their Errors of Ub;9»ity an®'Conſubſtantiation.” + 
ff F£Secondly, Not enjoying a more profitable Miniſtry, or 
{ } livingynder a more pure Diſcipline, for this plain Rea ſon, 
| | Becauſe we are not to commit Sin for promoting a good 
End, as Schiſm is on all Hands allowed to be; tho*'I zm 
| | ſofarfromeranting that you have any juſt Grounds for this 
Obfjection, that Tam verily perſuaded the publick Worſhip! 
| of GOD. is as well provided for, and all the neceſſary 
Points of Doctrine and Practice as adyaritageouſly ſet forth, 
and powerfully recommended under the Miniſtry of this 
Church, as in any other whatſoever ; and if we have not 
| that Primitive Diſoipline, which is ſo much wiſhed for, it 
can be aſcribed to nothing more than the unhappy Setts 
and Diviſions we have amongſt us. However, it is unrea- 
ſonable to condemn the Conſtitution it ſelf, for the per- 
ſonal Neglects and Abufes of it, which are common to all 
Churches. 5 VP BID £15 lh ek 
Thirdly, Not Impoſition of Forms or Ceremonies, nei- . 
ther commanded nor forbidden in Scripture, for no- 
thing is unlawful but what is a Breach of ſome Command, 5 
and às long as they are lawful in themſelves, how can their aq 
being enjoyn'd by juſt Authority make them man 
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i in Puardian of both Tables, with the Concurrerice of Church 


us als of Religious Worſhip, appears from the appror's 
1 aktics f th? Jem/ſh Kings and Chriſtian Emperors,. and 
un Iace both Reaſon. and Scripture require. Order. and 
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arddecency. in the Worthip of GOD, and for de End 
an leere Things du telly he de 
And ind, it is plain there is a Pos I log din. n 
was lands for this Purpoſe, And this doubtleſs none can oy. 4 
They 
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ſter Claim to than gur lawful Superiors: And. if th 
os 45 lawfully determine ſome indifferent Things by Parity 
rom 
u 9 : : 8 an. YE IE Tp UW g 

the Church, which (it may be reaſonably ſuppos'd 

* ey them ſelves are the beſt Jo ges 8 And acco Ala 
ntsſe have the Publick Confeſſions and Prattice of ather 
Le- Ihurches; nay the Praftic? of Adur un „ 
and. Arty, with reſpect to the Directo to Confirm See th 8 


*thax Fin. proyided they teqd #5 Order and Deconcy 
4a) 


is Poctrine. But admit it were a Matter of forecated 


orffaſonable Doubt, whether our Governours Mr, Dur- 
fon. F< poſſeſs d of this Power or no; yet even in rel's View. 
at Caſe you ſhould obey them in all their 
wful Commands, according to that known Maxim of Ca- 
iſts, in a Doubt, the ſafeſt Side is always to be follow d; 
BY, tho? they, had no Authority at all in religious Matters, 
e bare” Confideratton of the Public Peace and Hap- 


not In a Word, by condemning our Ceremonies as unlawful, 


it ſu condemn not only the Primitive Church, but thoſe foreign 
zects Formed Churches which now uſe them, the old Puritans, 


rea- Id even the leading Men of your own Party, who in the | 
dnference at Hamptas-Court ha ye allow'd of thofe which 


u molt except againft, as both lawful and primitive; 


1 
. 
nei-Purches which want theſe, are ſo far from condemning 
no- ir Brethren upon this Score, that they do not ſcruple to 
Fand, d Communion with them and us, notwithſtanding ; And 
their lit be not lawful for one National Church to ſeparate 

im the Communion of another, upog the Account of 


For 
that theſe 


* 


at it is the Province of the Civil. Magiſtrate; who is the 


i }Þficer, to concern fung in regulating the Circumſtan- 


"Reſon they muſt Hape the fame Power in anf others | 


neſs ſhould , determine you to pay them this Ober 


d it is oblervable, that all the Foreign Proteſtant 
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theſe indifferent Rites and Ceremonies, much leſs can it 
fo for private Perſons to ſeparate from the Communion 
that Church to which they belong, which is fo highly 
reaſonable, that (I believe) Hiſtory affords no of: Nos! 
this Kind, in any ether Country whatſoever. . *\ 
Nor will it ſtand you in any Stead, that you act accord 
to the DiQtates of your Conſeiences, for you {in in fold 
ing of them, as well as in acting againſt them whilſt th 
are erroneous, as you. know St. Paul did, when ke per 
cuted. the Chriſtians, tho he thought he did GC 
Service; and therefore your Duty in this Caſe is, to 
the beſt Means you can to undeceive and diſabuſe your ſ 
But for further Satisfactlon upon theſe Heads, G. I re 
you to Mr. Bennet s Abridgment, and ſhall enly add 
Prayers, That GOD would give ut a right Underſtandingh 3 
a} Things, with that juſi Senſe of our Duty in our. ſeve 
Stations and Capacities, that we may, all of u, ſeri: 


fad and think of thaſe Things that make for the Peace ui 


Unity of His Chiarch. 
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